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JL had at lust closed for the
evening. The barkers had

harked their last bark, the tired per-

formers hud made their last bow, and

the Ferris wheel had made Its last
aciueakliitf revolution. As I walked
down the street, lined on each side

.ivllh weather-beate- mysterious
1'ioklns; tents, the silence so deeply

contrasted with the noisy clamor of
a pleasure-seekin- g mob of the mo-

ment before, that It caused a weird

t cling to creep over me. As I passed

th'i Klectrlo Palace, the lady who
Hung sentimental songs while tho
moving-pictur- e operator threw highly
colored pictures on the screen was

Just coming out of the tent. I had,
lint her the night before while sh,e

wii Interviewing the manager, so I
remarked, catching step with her:

' "Well, I guess you are glad work Is

over for tonight." '

"It's all the same to me," she an-

swered, with a tired smile. "I take
everything as It comes. Let's see,
you're the one reporter this burg
supports, I believe?"

j i "I'm the one," I admitted. "Let's
Kn and get something to ent, and
maybe I'll write you up In tomor-
row's paper."

(l "I was born hungry," she laughed;
'but say, don't hand me that write-n- p

gag. You reporters wouldn't write
JlA a charge if you worked In a

j(. took her to the best restaurant
,11)9 town afforded, and, after we had
finished our sandwiches and beer,
njie said: "It you're not tn too big

hurry p write up that Interview,
rU tell you a little story that might

PH think tliy Interview can wait,'"

llOlt t thought jn4 be t eOuld,'
etf.,9JSkiS3C? Smart

American Seaman Goes
Back Work --Free Man

"The American sea inn u is going hack
to the sea. lie in going hack tit wages
fifty per cent higher titan they were up
to a your ago. And he is going back
u free until."

Those arc the chief reason given by
Andrew Fuiuscth, president of the In-

ternational Sciiiricn 's I'uion of Ameri-
ca, nnii for twenty years a fighter for
the seamen's bill, which is now a law.
why he is an anient supporter of
President Wilson ami is giving nil the
time n ml energy ho cuii to the Presi-dent'- s

election.
"The conl iiiuminc of the Wilson ad-

ministration is ncecstiry to tin' best in-

terests of nil wage earners of Amer-
ica," Hitiil Mr. Furuseth in an interview
given in Washington to Dante Hiirton
of the committee on industrial rela-
tions. "It is essential to the interests

f American seamen and tlio upbuilding
of the American merchant murine. 1
would regard Nil. Wilson's defeat in
this election uml particularly by those
who are now opposing him as a calamity
to the industrial and commercial wel-

fare of America. A tlio Child Labor
bill of the President has freed the little
children from servitude, so the Seamen'
law, also approved and pushed through
by Hie president, litis freed the Ameri-
cans who f down to tho sea in the
hhipa. "

Audrew r'lintselh is himself an nlile
sonmiin who looks line nu old viking.
His face is weather worn from wtornm
Kt sea aud from twenty years of legis

are like graphophones. When we
once get wound up, we have to do
a little talking before we run down.
I'm wound up, so don't be surprised
at anything I spring on you.

"I haven't been In the show' busi-
ness all my life. I was raised down
In Kentucky, on the Ohio river; and,
say, It's queer about the way rivers
fool you. You stand on the dirty,
muddy bank of one of them and see
how , green and pretty and. fresh
everything looks on the other side,
and then, after you've gone to all
the trouble of getting over to the good-looki-

Bide, you find It just a little
bit worse than the side you left. I
had a little experience like that In
real life, so am wise to all the de-

tails.
"When I was a kid at home, I was

the whole show. Used to give them
the Charles K. Harris before I could
talk plnln: and, say, I sure was the
pride of the village. As I grew older
I added recitations to my repertoire,
and used to reclte'Curfew' and n
lot of rot like that, I got in the
church choir, and whenever the white-ribbo- n

sisters gave a medal contest.
It wasn't coni. leto If my name wasn't
on the program. Honest, I've got
enough medals stored away some-
where to mnltQ the March King
ashamed of his collection. But, say,
Just as I was paddling my canoe
along smooth and nice I struck a
shag and ripped the whole bottom
out of It. I got stage-struc- That's
the answer; and, say, did my friends
help It along? Well, I guess yesl
New York was reaching out Its hand
for me the Great White Way wasn't
complete, it needed something to
brighten up the stars; and, say, the
jvay the handed it to ine, and the
flreams I had, I was sure the kid to
do tho brightening. '.
Sfcf'Jf ny. f their Jabber had coma

to

lative hardships in Washington. The
pent-u- gules within him. fairly blew
the words from him lis lie said to the
interviewer:

Has eBttered Conditions,
"J.css than one year of the opera-

tion of (lie Seaman ' Act has raised t lie
wages of American sen men to a stand-
ard of iroin jfA't to $55 per month. AI
all principal ports on the Atlantic mid
Pacific tlio foreign vessels are paying
the siiine wages lis the American vessels.
I know of n recent ciimo where the crew
of a foreign ship, having nn average
mto of wages of 20 n month, went to
the captain anil demnnded their huff
pay, as they were entitled to under this
law. The captain said, "All right, but
will you miitf" And knowing that
they would he iiumodintoly raised their
wages to the then prevailing American
standard of ,I5 per mouth,

'liiglit. along with Hint, Amerienn
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the put me wise to this kind
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bid lias (heu.. snips are going nncK on tne tng.i Asiatic from Hie sen and theseas with the mnsterv of the sen to the wiiite race."by This All of this was in one of the
month the first of the of the nnd then in a calm, or

Pacific .Mail steamship along under a smooth .Sea- -

". ior i.ie wrienr, lo op- - man said:
pose this bill, the was told Was a Serf Before
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they returned to the port
from which thev sailed. Thev were in
uncontrolled competition with the lias.--

oar anil v iiinese and .Malay labor of the
Orient. The ships' officers would
speak one language and the ships'
crews another. Vessels were unsafe be;
cause of the growth of mar ine insurance
made the owners careless whether the
vessels and cargoes were lost or not.
In passenger ships ulone 31,:iu() lives
were lost in the period from IS50 to
ll'U. How tho loss was growing was
shown by the fact thnt in the five veara
from ISliO to lSti4. 1,018 lives were lost,
mid in the five years from ilHO to ll14,
5,415 lives of passengers and crews
were lost. Men to sail the sens were
"crimped" and shanghaied. All na-

tions were agreed in an international
fugitive slave law for seamen and by
treaties were bound to hunt down, and
imprison or return to his ship any sail-
or who had deserted from the most ter-
rible conditions.

"When the 1.1th amendment to the
Fulled Suites constitution was adopted
the American sen men thought it applied
to them ns well as lo negroes and to all
others who had been in a 'previous con
rlitiou of servitude.' Hut in 1S!5, in the
case of Kobcrtson vs. IlaUlwiu, the su-

preme court uf the I'uited States held
that the 13th amendment did not apply
to seamen, and that congress, under the
commerce clause of the constitution, had
the power to pass laws for the specific
performance of contract, if they were
contracts to work on vehicles as sea- -

out about 10 o'clock: and my chum,
" Maggie Johnson, got to feeling so

good she asked me to go to church
with her, Mag's a and
we'd been rooming together ever
since we've been with the show.

"The room assignor told us there
was a church Just around the corner,
and It didn't take us long to find It.
We got good seats down front, and,

.Judging from the house they had,
they didn't have to hang out the
standing-roo- m jonly sign very often.
The preacher was a good-looki-

fellow, and was one of the few I've
seen that didn't wear celluloid. When
the preacher turned us loose, I lost
Mag In the shuffle, and when I spot-

ted her again she was standing in
the vestibule, talking to a

fellow.
"After Maga had Introduced us I

found that they had come from the
same town, and used to go to school
together when they were kids. He
bad a friend with him that had been
standing around waiting to be taken
Into the family circle; and, say, to
look at him from the back row, he
was sure a prize winner. He was
made up to perfection, and looked
Just like a fashion-plat- e. But when
you put the glasses on him and
brought him up close, he was nothing
but a disappointment. Mag's friend
Introduced him to us; and, say, I'll
bet, you couldn't guess his title in a
thousand years Claude LeRoy Smith!

"I guess when his folks named him
they tried to put a silver handle
on a pewter spoon, They walked to
the hotel with us, and on the way
I found out that Claude LeRoy had
an automobile, and that the greatest
ambition of his life was to be on
good terms with theatrical people.

"When I first met him It was my
Intention to give him the busy signal
If he tried to make a date; but that
auto overbalanced my common sense,
and I made a date for us to all go
out that afternoon. You see, I always
hud wanted to ride in one of those
high-price- d man-killer- s, and the
closest to It I'd ever come was roller
skates; so I just couldn't turn dow ',
the chance.

Then He Began His Fight.
That date, 1SII5, was the beginning of

Andrew Furuseth's long fight for fre
dom for American seamen aud justice to
all American wage earners. Hecalling
the dato nnd the fight blew up n gust
ot storm in t lie r nrifsetli mind, nnd he
snouted like the whipping of wind:

"Of course the result was that the
American refused to go to sen and that
everybody ns he learned to understand
it shunned the sen. The Asiatics, will
ing to be slaves and to work for little
or nut lung, became the sailors for
America and for tlio world. I'ntil the
war broke out there were more than
100,000 Hindus' mid coolies ns crews of
American, British, Ueriunn nnd Nor
wegian vessels. Tho supremacy of the
sen was passing into the hands of the
yellow race and out of the coutrhl of
the sturdy white race. The merchant
sailors,-- on whom the navies of the world
depend, were no longer whites but As-

ntics. .

"Well," the gust of storm nnssed
and Able Seainau Furuseth ngain was
carried along bv a gentler breeze,
"Well the result of this new instice nnd
new freedom of Wood row W ilson s will
lie, first, the most important economic
one that there will be an equalization
ot the wage cost of operating vessels
regardless of nationality, from ports of
the I'uited States. Wages out of Boston,
rew ork, I'liilnilelplun, Baltimore,
Newport News, San Francisco. Port
land, Ore., and the Tuget Sound ports
are now the same to all vessels and are
the American wage rate, $4." to t55 for
able senmeti and firemen. The Furuseth
fight results is as inevitable as the first,
that a sufficient increase in the wage
rates of F.uropenn nud Asiatic vessels
will have to come to the Tinted Stntes,
thus establishing practical equalization
of wages of seamen nil over the world

A Matter of Safety,
"The safety provision that nt least

75 per cent of the crews of the vessels
must understand the language of their
officers will necessarily bring about a
sweeping reduction iu' the number of
Asiatics employed nnd will further com-
pel the vessels of different nationalities
to depend on their own citizens or sub
ject to man their owu merchant ves-
sels. Th,is is a further effect will train
tho men needed for the different nn-

nous navies, anil maintain the sea
power of the white race."

"As to life saving." vMr. Furuseth
continued, "the new law means a great
improvement of conditions on all na-
tions' vessels as they existed before the
loss of life 1 have spoken of before was
loss or tne iitnnie. The increasing
partly due to the lack of life saving
rppliances but the most. Important fact-
or wns the gradual deterioration of
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"Mag had been pumping her friend
about the Smith family, and had a
line on Claude LeRoy's pa that would
have made a Plnkerton or a Dun's
Agency sit up and observe. He had
run in a cold deck on the common
people and got to be mayor of the
burg, and nobody had had nerve
enough to call his hand since. The
mayor's Job didn't pay much, but old
man Smith was a good politician,
and managed to make both ends
meet with considerable left over out
of the Job.

"Well, we went out that afternoon;
and, say, It's certainly grand to lean
back on the leather and Just float
along. We were billed to stay in
LeRoy's town a week, and we sura
made him separate himself from
some of his father's coin. Now, don't
think for one brief second that I'm
in the habit of taking up with little
shrimps like LeRoy, because I'm not
fruit from that kind of a tree. He
was too green to be picked, but I
thought If I didn't do it and lay
him down easy some one would come
along, and when she dropped him the
fall would be so great that he'd get
bruised. And, believe me, when fruit
like LeRoy gets bruised, It's never
any good any more. y

"LeRoy sure thought he was In
love with me. He wanted to leave
with the show, and asked me to see
the manager about getting him a job.
He'd made about as much of a hit
with a show as a ham sandwich In a
bird-cag- e. He would write poetry to
me; and, say, it ought to be a pen-

itentiary offense for a man In love
tn write poetry. I would find little
poems on my dresser when I got
in at night, and they would run
something like this:

Whene'er my soul wanders o'er the earth
Or o'er the see, or o'er the torf,
It's ai full of lovo as It can be,

nil tbli love la but for tnea.

"Things like that would make any-

body loony. We were all having as
good a time as possible with a would-b- e

like LeRoy tagging along, and
he was having the time of his life.
In his own mind he was about the
baddest, foxiest, sport that

skill among sen men. The Titanic, for
example, had life saving appliances for
about 1,200 persons; she collided with
the iceberg in perfectly Bmooth water;
remained afloat for about two hoursj
inter me collision, aim yer oaiy aoouc
S00 (tersons were saved out of the 1,200
who could and would hnve been saved
if the vessel had been properly man-
ned."

Going back to his reason for the sup-
port of President Wilson Mr. Furuseth
spoke with enthusiusm of the pres-
ident's standing like a solid breakwater
against the pounding of selfish interests
nnd the mass o'f uniiiforninl ignorance
seeking to prevent the enactment,
or to have it repealed or
made worthless by amendment 6r non-e-

forcemeat. Just what great power the
president had to resist and did resist
without wavering, Mr. Furuseth indicat-
ed.

Opposition Came From England.
"The real power behind the ship own-

ers' opposition," lie said, "was nn or-

ganization with headquarters in Eng-
land, members of its executive board in
most maritime countries, and agents in
all. Its title wns the International
Shipping Corporation, Ltd., and in mari
time laws in any country, it such charge
was deemed inimical to the interests of
ship owners, and to make the fullest use
of laws of the different countries for
control of all those who labored for
ships or shipping in any way whntsn
ever.

" During the congressional discussions
on the seamen's bill this organization
opposed its enactment through diplo-u-i

n lie channels bv protest sent to our
state department from different Euro
pean nations. W hen the law was final-
ly enacted great shipping and business
firms in Europe who have close affilia
tions with shipping and business firms
in the I'uited States caused their part-
ners and business friends in the I'uited
Stntes to attack this law through cham
bers of commerce and boards of trade
throughout the country. It was final
ly taken up by the National Chamber
of Commerce, and the protest adopted
by the National Chamber of Commerce
is the identical protest that wns for-
warded through diplomatic channels,
transmitted to congress, there consider
ed and overruled.

Wilson the Seaman's Friend.
"While this agitation was at its

height the Eastland disaster occurerd.
Ainoag ship owners there were many
who claimed that this disaster occurred
ns the result of the passage of the

seamen's act. When, however,
it wns ascertained that the law was not
vet in force, and that the very owners
of the Eastland had protested against
the seamen's art because it would nt
least to some degree limit the number
of passengers permitted to be carried,
the agitation carried on through the
press was so discounted by the people
as a whole that it graduallv lost its
force."

Andrew Furuseth, able seaman and
international president of the Seamen's
I'nion of America, speaks for all the
sailors of the Atlantic and the Pacific,
and of the Great Lakes. He is an able
"landsman." too. honored in all the
Inbor movements for having done most
tn strike the Inst slavery from the Am-

erican workers.

ever bought a cold bottle and a hot
bird only in our case at was sand-

wiches and beer.

"About this time one of, LeRoy's

mama's dearest friends told her that
ber little pet was straying from the
straight and .narrow path and was
eating grass in one of Satan's pas-

tures. She threw a fit, of course, and
LeRoy didn't show up that night.

The next morning, as I was passing
old Smith's banks, one of the clerks
came out and told me that Mr. Smith
would like to see me inside. I
thought about refusing for a minute,
but hesitated and then went in.
Believe me, whenever any ,one In-

dulges in hesitation they always get
a package handed to them. I wasn't
In the habit of being received by bank

' presidents, in their private offices, so
felt about like a blind man in a faro
game. Didn't know what was to be

handed me.

"Old man Smith was standing in

the middle of the room, with his

hands In his pants pockets, showing

a full moon of white vest with a gold
running across It. He

looked me over carefully, from my

marcelled wave to my FrencH heels,

and then cut loose.
" 'Young lady,' he said, 1 under-

stand that during the past two or
three days you have been trying to

steal my son's affections from a fond
father and a loving mother. In fact,
you have him worked up to such a
pitch that he Intends to run away
with your accursed show In order to
be near you. I presume that your
object, In trying to mislead my boy
Is to get a chance at my pocketbook;
but, let me tell you before I go any
farther, that you will never get one
cent.'

"I had stood, for about much talk
as possible without laughing, so In-

terrupted: 'Aw, forget It, colonel,
iYou're shooting more steam than
your boiler-capaci- ty calls for. I'm
no chtld-steale- r. When I start to
robbing cradles, I'll come around and
take a whirl at LeRoy. Now, about
that dirty money of yours, colonel, I
couldn't take any of your hard--

feeble.

tne lauiu-- to tue pier, lie lean-

'I stand for President Wilson

demn free seamen to servitude and deir
them the

New Orleans, La., S.

promoters have
Freddie at York and

City an offer of
twenty

January 4,

tin because you haven't
any. You ought to travel with a
side-sho- as a tattooed man. You've
got graft all over you so
plain that a man could tell It
without feeling.'

"The old boy swells up like a dried
apple in a rain-stor-

" he bellowed, 'I don't"
allow any one to talk to me like

" 'I expect you do, as a gen-

eral rule,' I retorted; 'but it's the ex
ceptlons that prove the rules. I'm
going to put you wise to a thing ot
two about LeRoy, and then I'll van-- ,

ish; but not before. From the dope)
I've up' I've in this)
burg, you're the one best bet. Yon
crook your and everybody hops.
If you say boo, all run oft and
hide. You got this under
your hands, and you the mats
to lift that hand. listen!
You're a pretty good Marathon run-

ner, but you've about gone your llm
It. You're floating high, but
gas is going to give out; and when
it who's to take hold and

this town where you've got it
now? Believe me, LeRoy :ouldn't do

It. He hasn't been up
for that kind of work. Do you believe
that if he pulled a any of your

would If you do,
you had better it.
overlooked your one best bet;
take It me, colonel, If you ever
want LeRoy to fill your shoeB, you
had better begin waking him up and
try to transform him Into a live one.

I told it to the old man pretty;

and when I got through he)

just stood looking out of the)

window for a are
right,' he said finally; 'shake!'

"After that, we got as thick as s
beef-ste- and before I left he asked
me out to the house to dinner." -

you ever hear any more of
LeRoy?" I as she didn't
any further information.

"Not a scratch," she answered;
"but I'll bet even money he's
tho old man things about grafting.
If he's been able to keep out of Jail.'
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ntlYi HOUSTON HOTEL
Sixth and Everett streets, Port-
land, Ore., 4 blocks from Union
Station. Under new manage-
ment. All rooms newly deco-
rated.
SPECIAL RATES BY WEEK

OB MONTH.
Bates: 50c, 75c, $1, $1.50 per day
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